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its invention. What it takes a genius to invent can le appreciated and
adopted by the mediocre. A trait which needed grade 24 intellect to
invent, does not need a similar grade to appreciate it; people offer
lower grades also can appreciate it. And they may include both
Whites and Negroes.

It required the genius of a Beethoven to create the music he com-
posed, and he was white; thousands of medicares, both "White and
Negro, play his music, and millions even less gifted enjoy it It
required high genius to discover the laws of electricity and invent
the electric lamp; but millions of people very far removed from
genius manipulate the electic lamp switches.

The examination of the table given above on page 173 shows
that the range of overlapping intelligence grades is very large and
includes the great majority of people of both racial groups, and that
there are a few levels in which one or the other group is not repre-
sented at all. At levels of 22 and above there are no Negroes, and
at level i there are no Whites. They represent a small minority in
each racial group and not the norm of either.

The minority at the top levels has a significance far larger than
its numbers warrant. Genius is always in a minority. But one inven-
tion of a genius might revolutionize a whole culture. On the other
hand, the minority at the lower end is not so significant. It cannot
create. It may not be able even to appreciate the inventions of a
genius. There can, however, hardly be any invention which a white
person can appreciate but which a Negro cannot. In the table the
minimum level for the White draft is 2 and for the Negro is i.
Is there likely to be any element of civilization which the White
man of grade 2 can appreciate and the Negro of grade i cannot?
Is the difference large enough to have any significance on the appre-
ciation of civilization ?

Professor Franz Boas says that "the differences between races are
so small that they lie within the narrow range in the limits of which
all forms may function equally well" (Boas, Antkropobgy and
Modern Life, p. 41). He goes on to add that **so far as our experi-
ence goes, we may safely say that the differences between family
Ikes are much greater than the differences between races" (ibid.,